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To the graduating class of 2024,

Together, we celebrate your achievements. It was hard, 
but you did it! Graduating is no small feat, so remember 
to appreciate this moment, along with the many moments 
that led you here. Reflect upon how you have changed 
and how you will continue to grow.

From your studies within Psychology, you have gained 
a better understanding of how and why we exhibit 
certain forms of behavior. You learned more about how 
we perceive objects and events, how we think and solve 
problems, how we produce and understand language and 
how adversity impacts our mental and physical well-being. 
You learned about how our experiences impact our DNA, 
our physiology and our emotions.

Throughout your time at UW-Madison, you learned to 
adapt to new challenges and improve yourselves and others. As you leave UW, remember 
the social connections you have created and know that these connections will remain even 
as you move on to your next step. Continue to seek out new experiences, continue to learn 
and continue to help others. 

Celebrate yourself and those who supported your journey here today. Thank your friends and 
family, your course instructors and teaching assistants, your academic advisors and mentors, 
your classmates and your labmates. They and you are what make the Psychology Department 
and UW-Madison enriching and exciting.

Be sure to stay in touch and share your post-graduation accomplishments with us!

Once a Badger, always a Badger.

Congratulations!

Kristin Shutts, Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychology

Associate Chair for Undergraduate Studies
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT
Founded in 1888, the Department of Psy-
chology is proud to house one of the largest 
undergraduate majors in the College of Letters 
& Science at UW–Madison. Over the years, 
the department has focused on several areas 
in the field of Psychological Science, including 
biological, clinical, cognition & cognitive neuro-
science, perception, developmental, and social 
& personality. Scientific Psychology is posi-
tioned well to influence critical issues through 
its strong interdisciplinary connections with the 
natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, 
and medical sciences. Throughout their under-
graduate education, students develop the ability 
to think critically and quantitatively, enhance 
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communication skills, and apply the science of psychology to the well-being of oneself and 
others while exploring these interdisciplinary connections. This education allows our alumni to 
take on the challenges of, and fully participate in, an increasingly complex, multicultural world.
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The Psychology Honors in the Major program provides students with deeper 
exploration of psychological concepts through classroom instruction as 
well as experience in research, culminating in an Honors Thesis project. The 
following students have earned Honors in the Major in psychology:

HONORS IN THE PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR
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Julia Bink: Sleep and Alzheimer’s: The association between sleep apnea and cerebral 
spinal fluid biomarkers
Abigail Collins: “As a Father of Two Daughters...”: The Influence of Having Daughters 
on Policy Makers’ Real and Perceived Gender Egalitarianism
Eden Comer: Does parasympathetic nervous system activity affect emotion 
category updating?
Noah Fellinger: Who Needs to Mix Things Up? Individual Differences and the 
Interleaving Effect
Anna Glasman: Parental Support for New Friendships: How Support May Differ 
Based on Race and Risk
Jenna Kroeger: The Forensic Implications of Sentencing Decisions
Pragati Maheshwary: Investigating the Impact of Early Abacus Training on Later 
Math Performance
Mahika Mohan: Children’s confrontation of racial discrimination: Testing a method 
for increasing anti-racist action
Melina Mueller: The effect of verbal interference on color category extrapolation 
for learning novel color-concept associations
Megan Prahl: Temperament and handedness in rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta)

Emma Speck-Wayne: The Influence of Handedness on the Corpus Callosum 
in Macaques
Zoe Styler: Determining the Preliminary Effectiveness of Group Cognitive Processing 
Therapy in a Women’s State Prison
Daria Zikel: Measuring Conceptions of Equivalence



6 PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATION
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Hailey Frantz

Zachary Michael Fredrich
Madison Marjorie Freeman

Olivia Grace Fregien
Clifford Daniel Freund
Olivia Catharine Fry

Ethan William Frydenlund
Emma Gallian

Chasadee Galvez-Alicea
Contessa Eleanor Ganske
Samuel Cobb Garabedian
Megan Therese Garvaglia

Megan Gauthier
AJ Gazin
Ezra Ge

PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATION6

R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  G R A D U A T E S



PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATION 7
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Sydney Erin Hoile
Kate Holick

Brinn Eva Pearl Holschbach
Bradon Tyler Holschlag
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PSI CHI

The UW-Madison chapter of Psi Chi, the International Honor Society in 
Psychology, displays the values of our department and the mission of the Psi 
Chi organization - encouraging, stimulating, and maintaining excellence in the 
scholarship of individual members in all fields, particularly Psychology. We hosted 
a lecture series, Psych Talks, featuring UW professors and researchers such as Dr. 
Rhonda Reinholz and Dr. Demis Glasford, who spoke about their work in various 
fields surrounding Psychology. We invited Psychology professionals, including 
a residential treatment case manager and an industrial organizational engineer, 
to discuss how Psychology applies to their fields. We volunteered time to local 
organizations such as the National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI) and the River 
Food Pantry. We provided career development opportunities through a resume 
workshop and a “Careers Working with Children” panel. We also created the 2024 
newsletter to showcase excellent writing, dedication, and the hard work of our 
talented members. Beyond these accomplishments, we are most proud to welcome 
our newly inducted Psi Chi members, who we hope will view their membership as 

a valuable part of their undergraduate education and experience. 

Graduating Executive Board Members: Lauren 
Hermann, Stephanie Gomez, El Muratoglu, 
Irene Chao, Leah McKirgan, Zoe Lash, Aarushi 

Sureka and Claire Papandrea

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
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PSYCH CLUB

The Psychology Club offers its members opportunities to get involved in the 
Psychology department, build relationships with peers and professionals, 
and make a difference in the greater Madison community. To get involved in 
the department, we provide our members with resources and information 
regarding research labs, departmental courses, major requirements and 
career opportunities after graduation. To build relationships, we connect 
our members with peers, faculty, staff and alumni through hosting 
professor presentations, movie and game sessions, panel discussions 
and workshops, and participation in Day of the Badger. To help make a 
difference in the community, we held an open house with UW-Madison’s 
Disability Cultural Center and collaborated with the National Alliance for 
Mental Illness (NAMI) to help spread awareness around the city and on 

campus.

Graduating Executive Board Members: Conner Kopidlansky, Alena Louie, 
Taylor Steinbach and Samantha Gitlin
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@UWPSYCH

STAY CONNECTED

@UWPSYCH

@UWPSYCHOLOGY

PSYCH.WISC.EDU

GIVING BACK
psych.wisc.edu/alumni-friends/give

UW-MADISON DEPARTMENT 
OF PSYCHOLOGY

@UWPSYCH

CONGRATS GRADS!


