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Special Issue: Notes concerning the EJSP
Thematic Issue on ‘Social Power’

In early 2003 the editorial team of the European Journal of Social Psychology decided to publish a

special issue on ‘Social Power’. The thematic issue was proposed by Markus Brauer and Richard

Bourhis as a follow-up of a symposium on ‘Social Power and Group Perceptions’ convened by Markus

Brauer and Charles Judd at the 13th General Meeting of the the EAESP held in San Sebastian, June

2002. Following the success of this symposium it was felt that Social Power as a research theme was

regaining its deserved attention and consequently, a thematic issue of the EJSP could be an ideal venue

to consolidate and expand on this growing body of research in Social Psychology. Of course the 2002

General Meeting of the EAESP was not the only conference offering a symposium on Social Power.

Here is a non-exhaustive list of recent conferences offering symposia on Social Power. At the SESP

conference held in Toronto in 1997, Richard Bourhis and Marianne Lafrance hosted a symposium

entitled ‘Power and Dominance within Interpersonal and Intergroup Relations’. In March 2000 the

EAESP sponsored a Small Group conference entitled ‘The Psychology of Domination: Social

Structure, Social Reproduction and Social Change’ which dealt mainly with intergroup power issues.

This very successful conference hosted by the Université de Grenoble was organized by Eric Dépret,

Fabrizio Butera, Steve Reicher and Russel Spears. At the SESP conference held in Texas in September

2004, Markus Brauer and Richard Bourhis organized a symposium on ‘Social Power’ which they

followed-up by another Symposium entitled ‘ Cognitive and Behavioural Consequences of Power’,

this one presented at SPSP in January 2005 in New Orleans. At the 14th General Meeting of the

EAESP held in Wurzburg, Germany, two symposia were offered on the theme of Social Power: the first

entitled ‘The impact of Power and Status on Group Processes’ was hosted by Markus Brauer and the

second entitled: ‘Power Dynamics: Stability, legitimacy and change’ was convened by Ana Guinote

and Susan Fiske. The research presented in these symposia and conferences clearly show that social

power affects interpersonal and intergroup processes in a variety of important ways and the recent

literature in Social Psychology including this thematic issue of the EJSP documents an explosion of

provocative research in this area.

It was with much excitement and anticipation that the call for papers for this ‘Social Power’

thematic issue was launched in May 2003. The response was not only encouraging but overwhelming

as 33 manuscripts were received and handled by the two guest editors and an impressive rostrum of

regular and guest reviewers for the EJSP. The caliber of the manuscripts was impressive both

conceptually and empirically. As it turns out, the review process was complicated by the fact that

virtually every Social Psychologist working in the area of Social Power were solicited within the same

period of time to serve as reviewers for the thematic issue. As a result, the review process was longer

than anticipated and the hard choices had to be made in favour of only eight regular manuscripts and

one short paper, the maximum number of papers allowed by the publishers of the EJSP, excluding the

brief closing paper offered by the guest editors. Many truly deserving manuscripts had to be turned

down despite the quality of their conceptual and empirical contributions. We wish to thank all the
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scholars and colleagues who submitted features of their current work on Social Power. Heartfelt thanks

are due to all the collaborators who judiciously reviewed manuscripts as well as to Sibylle Classen

who graciously facilitated the logistics involved in producing this thematic issue of the EJSP. It is

hoped that the papers presented in this thematic issue of the EJSP will contribute to our understanding

of the role of power differentials in accounting for a broad range of intrapersonal, interpersonal,

intergroup and ideological phenomena characterizing relations within stratified societies.
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